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Synopsis

Para ser una esclava en el Saint-Domingue de finales del siglo XVIII, ZaritA© habA a tenido buena
estrella: a los nueve aA os fue vendida a Toulouse Valmorain, un rico terrateniente, pero no
conociA ni el agotamiento de las plantaciones de caA a ni la asfixia y el sufrimiento de los
trapiches, porque siempre fue una esclava domA®©stica. Su bondad natural, fortaleza de espA ritu y
honradez le permitieron compartir los secretos y la espiritualidad que ayudaban a sobrevivir a los
suyos, los esclavos, y conocer las miserias de los amos, los blancos. ZaritA© se convirtiA en el
centro de un microcosmos que era un reflejo del mundo de la colonia: el amo Valmorain, su frA;gil
esposa espaA ola y su sensible hijo Maurice, el sabio Parmentier, el militar Relais y la cortesana
mulata Violette, Tante Rose, la curandera, Gambo, el apuesto esclavo rebeldeé |y otros personajes
de una cruel conflagraciA n que acabarA a arrasando su tierra y lanzAjndolos lejos de ella. Al ser
llevada por su amo a Nueva Orleans, ZaritA© iniciA una nueva etapa en la que alcanzarA a su
mayor aspiraciA n: la libertad. MAjs allAj del dolor y del amor, de la sumisiA n 'y la independencia,
de sus deseos y los que le habA an impuesto a lo largo de su vida, ZaritA© podA a contemplarla

con serenidad y concluir que habA a tenido buena estrella.From the Hardcover edition.
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Customer Reviews

Es muy rapido para hablar del futuro que el destino le depara a esta obra. Sin embargo, puedo
asegurar que entro a la literatura latinoamericana por la puerta grande. Se desarrolla en torno a las

revueltas que condujeron con la Revolucion Haitiana. A mi entender, pierde un poco de fuerza en la



parte media, pero el inicio y el final son de gran calidad. EI modo en que Allende nos envuelve en
en el manto historica de la colonia de Saint Domingue no deja espacios para dudas. El impacto y la
fuerza de la narrativa no permiten desviarse de la lectura. Lo recomiendo con ahinco.lt is too soon
to talk about the future of this piece. Nonetheless, | can assure that it is already among the greatest
pieces of Latin-American literature. It takes places in the times of the rebel slaves that claimed
liberty and a more just system, the origins of the Haitian Revolution. Great beginning and terrific

ending. The way she links those two is amazing. Recommended.

| really enjoy reading Isabel Allende but this e-book has way to many typos and as a Spanish reader
it bothers me that no one took the time to review the settings when printing this one. | want my

money back. | will still read it because of the author.Thank you.

Este libro me hizo entender mas, no solo de nuestra desecendencia africana sino, el por que de
cierta actitud de las personas que provienen de esta parte del Caribe. Aunque en parte nos habla
de la historia, claramente me pude identificar con los personajes principalmente por Zarite. Me
encanta esta nueva entrega de Isabel Allende felicidades y Que Dios la bendiga y la siga

inspirando para deleite de aquelos que nos gusta su joyas literarias.

| bought this book because Allende writes in (for me) understandable Spanish and her books help
me a lot in improving my vocabulary. However, this story turned out to be an extremely interesting
history of the time of slavery in Dominica and in the U.S. It made me do more research into the
history of Haiti and helped me understand how they got to the situation they are in today. It was also
interesting to compare the issue of slavery as practiced in Haiti with the way it was practiced in
Louisiana (New Orleans). This is a great story of a young slave and how she persevered through
her years of servitude, but it is also historical account of the period. Like most good historical fiction

it follows actual history in general, but does not read like a history lesson.

| had a problem with the first shipping, because the book was in bad condition, and i bought it to
give it as a present to my wife. | send a mail to and they sent me a new book in five days. I'm very
glad with , and I'm saying it to all my friends and family. | will buy at .com and | recommend
everybody that do the same.It’'s a very good book and | think that (for me) it could be the best book
by Isael Allende.Sorry for my poor english but I'm spanish and it's hard to me to do this.Thank you

and best regards.



Yo he leido casi todos los libros de Isabel Allende pero este es uno que me decepciono al final.
Despues de leer tan interesante y profunda historia, el libro tiene un final muy rapido, como si le
acababan las paginas para escribir o tuviera un numero limitado de ellas. Todavia sigue siendo un
relato emocionante y le di 3 porque no me gusto como finalizo la historia. Al menos que la autora

este escribiendo la segunda parte de este libro. Eso esta por verse.

The story of TAGtA® is interesting, intriguing and informative. It shows her enormous strength, love
and endurance, as contrasted to those who surround her, some with good intentions but still with
deeds that are contrary to what they aspire to. The story gives much historical detail with regard to
the history of slavery and the fight against it. It also portrays the white society with its belief in
natural differences between races and white superiority. The book is worth reading for

understanding the present day racial problems.

| have read some of Isabel Allende’s previous books - La Hija de la Fortuna is my favorite and La
Casa de los EspA ritus, as well as Cuentos de Eva Luna, | loved them, | loved the stories and the
style. | later read The City of Beasts and was underwhelmed but figured it was because it was a
young adult novel rather than her previous works. | was excited to read this because of my love for
her other works, but | was so disappointed, page after page typos, it was distracting and just took
the joy out of reading. The stories are good except that it seems to keep going and going and when

there was no natural way to end the story it just kind of gives you a summary at the end.
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